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Vision
A world in which people with celiac 
disease can live healthy lives free 
from fear of gluten exposure—a world 
Beyond Celiac. 

Mission
Beyond Celiac unites with patients and 
partners to drive diagnosis, advance 
research and accelerate the discovery of 
new treatments and a cure.

 When we first began work on our 2019 annual report, COVID-19 
didn’t yet exist. And while much of 2020 will have a coronavirus 
backdrop, we know that in the midst of it all, the celiac disease 
community still desperately needs solutions. We are so grateful 
for your support which have enabled our work thus far. We are 
proud of our accomplishments to date, and we are pleased to 
share with you how Beyond Celiac will improve the future for 
people with celiac disease and the 50 million people with other 
autoimmune diseases. Together with you, we still plan to cure 
this insidious disease in 10 years.

Because Beyond Celiac is a cure accelerator, we’ve expanded 
and amped up our science department. We are especially 
excited to introduce you to the newest members of our science 
team. Salvatore (Salvo) Alesci, MD, PhD, is our Chief Scientist 
and Strategy Officer (CSSO) and Ken Kilgore, PhD, MBA, is our 
Chief Scientific Investment Officer (CSIO). In addition to having 
exceptional scientific credentials, backgrounds, and experience, 
both have a family connection to celiac disease.  Both care 
deeply about our cause and our community.  Finding solutions 
to help patients and their families overcome the burden of this 
disease has become both a personal and professional goal for 
them.

In 2019 we launched our grant-making program, committing 
$600,000 to fund exciting research projects in this country and in 
the U.K. We expanded our work and enhanced our community 
engagement through the scaled up Step Beyond Celiac 5K series, 
the Go Beyond Celiac patient database, our rich partnership 
with Beyond Celiac ambassador, opera star Arturo Chacon-Cruz, 
and our symposium and summit. We are in this together — and 
Beyond Celiac is the catalyst for a new era of transformational 
advances in celiac disease treatments. We are so happy to be 
on the journey with you as we envision a world in which our 
community can eat without fear and live life to the fullest.

With our deep thanks,

Alan Ehrlich, MD, Board Chair

Alice Bast, CEO

Alan Ehrlich, MD

Alice Bast

Letter from Board Chair and CEO: 
ACCELERATING TREATMENTS  
AND A CURE

ON THE COVER: Leadership for the New Decade. 
Beyond Celiac Science Team (left to right): Chief 
Scientific Investment Officer Ken Kilgore, PhD, MBA; 
Director of Research and Patient Engagement Kate 
Avery, MPH; CEO Alice Bast; Chief Scientist and Strategy 
Officer Salvatore Alesci, MD, PhD. Not pictured: Medical 
and Science News Analyst Amy Ratner.
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In my new role as the Beyond Celiac Chief Scientist and Strategy Officer and 
Executive Chair of the Beyond Celiac Scientific Advisory Council, I am leading 
the organization’s science team and overseeing the design and implementation 
of the scientific strategy and plan, with a particular focus on deepening 
partnerships with scientists, key opinion leaders, policy makers and influencers 
across pharmaceutical companies and academic and government institutions. 
We began this work at our 2019 Research Summit, and we will continue the 
momentum from there.

I am passionate about finding real treatment solutions and eventually a cure 
for celiac disease, and committed to working closely with pharmaceutical, 
biotech and startup partners to make sure they understand what people with 
celiac disease truly feel, need and want. For me, this is both personal as well as 
professional – my daughter was diagnosed with celiac disease 10 years ago. I 
look forward to helping make the world a better and safer place for her and for 
all of the celiac disease community through our transformational science plan. 

Sincerely,

Salvatore Alesci, MD, PhD

Adjusted for inflation, the NIH budget is almost 20% less than it was 18 years 
ago. Celiac disease is the least funded GI-related disease, despite the prevalence 
and mortality rate. The decline in federal funding for biomedical research has 
led to fewer grant applications being funded, and we are losing the opportunity 
to cultivate new researchers who may not see a career in biomedical research. 
We can’t let the fate of celiac disease research lie in the hands of inconsistent 
and inadequate funding from public sources. If we want a cure, we need a 
transformational approach. 

Traditional ways of investing in research have rarely included community-based 
nonprofits. Beyond Celiac is changing that model. We are creating an avenue by 
which donors can support research beyond the narrow confines of one specific 
research institution. As the Chief Scientific Investment Officer of Beyond Celiac, I 
will lead the work of assessing the opportunities and risks for philanthropists who 
want to accelerate research for celiac disease and will create an avenue by which 
they can put their resources to work on the most promising solutions. If this grabs 
your attention, we need to talk! We can work together for a cure.

Sincerely,

Ken Kilgore, PhD

Salvatore Alesci, 
MD, PhD

Ken Kilgore,  
PhD, MBA

From the desk of the Chief Scientist and  
Strategy Officer, Savatore Alesci, MD, PhD

From the Desk of Chief Scientific Investment  
Officer, Ken Kilgore, PhD
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BEYOND CELIAC RESEARCH BEYOND CELIAC RESEARCH

Moderated by Marie Robert, MD, celiac disease 
and drug development experts on the symposium 
panel had a wide-ranging discussion before an 
international live and webcast audience detailing 
the many steps taken before, during and after a new 
treatment enters even the earliest phase of clinical 
trial. Emphasis was given to the importance of the 
patient voice throughout the drug development 
process.

Panelists Sonia Kupfer, MD, a gastroenterologist 
at the University of Chicago Celiac Disease Center, 
Joseph Murray, MD, a celiac disease expert and 
professor of medicine at the Mayo Clinic,  and 
Linda Deal, MS, head of patient centered outcomes 
assessment at the pharmaceutical company Pfizer, 
also explored non-celiac gluten sensitivity and 
symptoms, the celiac disease diagnosis rate, the risks 
of minor gluten exposure and follow-up health care.

Patients are used to hearing 
that the first drug to treat celiac 
disease is likely to be approved 
in about five years. But at the 
3rd Annual Beyond Celiac 
Research Symposium on May 
30, 2019,  Beyond Celiac shared 
a behind-the-scenes look at 
what it is really going to take 
to get new treatments to the 
market. The Symposium was 
free and open to the public and 
live streamed around the world 
for those who couldn’t make it 
in person.

2019 BEYOND CELIAC RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM

Moderator Marie Robert, MD with panelists Sonia Kupfer, MD, Joe Murray, MD and Linda Deal, MS at the 2019 Beyond Celiac 
Research Symposium

2019 Research Symposium reception Sonia Kupfer, MD and Joe Murray, MD

Thousands of viewers worldwide watched the 
symposium webcast. A replay is available at 
BeyondCeliac.org/symposium

Visit BeyondCeliac.org/symposium 
to watch a replay of the full proceedings.
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BEYOND CELIAC RESEARCH BEYOND CELIAC RESEARCH

Several panel discussions were webcast about the 
challenges that our community faces in managing 
celiac disease, experiences that community members 
have had in participating in clinical trials, and barriers to 
research.

The 2019 summit built on the results of our innovative 
2015 summit, which was widely hailed as highly 
impactful and led to new scientific collaborations and 
honing the steps to advance patient-centered celiac 
disease research.

The 2019 summit took place against the backdrop of at 
least 12 clinical trials for celiac disease treatments. The 
aim of Beyond Celiac was to comprehensively address 
elements that must be in place to get a drug to market, 
including the remaining barriers in this decades-long 
journey to help patients with celiac disease. Visit 
BeyondCeliac.org/ResearchSummit to watch a replay of 
the morning sessions.

On November 15, the 2019 
Beyond Celiac Research 
Summit brought together 
stakeholders crucial to 
accomplishing the goal of 
developing new celiac disease 
treatments.

Getting over the Peak: The Final Ascent 
to Realizing Therapies in Celiac Disease, 
brought together:

•	 Clinician scientists
•	 Patients
•	 Entrepreneurial drug developers
•	 Patient advocacy leaders
•	 Private and public health care insurance
•	 Food and Drug Administration  
	 representatives

2019 BEYOND CELIAC RESEARCH SUMMIT

Beyond Celiac Board member and former CEO 
of the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation Bob Beall, right, 
responds to questions from the audience at the 
keynote address of the 2019 Summit. Pictured: Ritu 
Verma, MD and Alice Bast.

2019 Research Summit patient panel – Participating in a Clinical Trial: 
Experiences from the Trenches. Left to right: Roz Schneider, MD, MSc, 
Moderator; Ellen McKinley; Ann Horsburgh; Jen Arters; Tina Ramos

2019 Beyond Celiac Research Summit attendees, including physicians, 
researchers and patients, and representatives from health insurance, 
government and regulatory agencies.

Melissa Secort, Executive Director of the Canadian Celiac 
Association and Amy Ratner, Beyond Celiac Medical and 
Science News Analyst discussed the Role of Patient
Advocacy Groups in Getting Therapies to Patients.

Artist Joe Azar captured the proceedings of the 2019 Beyond Celiac Research Summit in a 4’ X 10’ graphic recording.

The outcome of the summit is a white paper that provides an overview of the summit discussions as 
well as a list of action items for all stakeholders involved. These action items will serve as a guide as 
we work together to bring a treatment to the celiac disease community.
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BEYOND CELIAC RESEARCH BEYOND CELIAC RESEARCH

In August 2019, Beyond Celiac launched a first-of-its-kind mobile app to 
complement its online research database, Go Beyond Celiac, providing 
more convenience and opportunity for patient engagement.

GO BEYOND CELIAC EXPANSION

BEYOND CELIAC ORIGINAL RESEARCH
Brain Fog Study Presented at the International Celiac Disease Symposium

BEYOND CELIAC 
ORIGINAL RESEARCH
Survey of Patient Receptivity to 
Participating in Research Accepted for 
presentation at national conference

Go Beyond Celiac, which 
has enrolled more than 
5,800 participants since 
its launch in 2017, is an 
online database created 
by people with celiac 
disease, for people with 
celiac disease. Users can 

participate in research by sharing their stories 
and experiences and learn how to become 
involved in celiac disease research studies.

People who have celiac disease are willing to 
participate in celiac disease research, but less 
so if a study involves eating gluten or getting 
a biopsy, a 2019 survey by Beyond Celiac has 
found.

The survey of about 4,500 adults with celiac 
disease was done in advance of the recent 
Beyond Celiac Research Summit and results 
were shared there. Nearly 500 parents of 
children with celiac disease also completed a 
separate survey.

Only about 9 percent of both adults and 
parents said they would not participate or 
allow participation in any kind of celiac disease 
research.

This original Beyond Celiac research was 
accepted for presentation at Digestive Disease 
Week 2020 in San Diego.

A step toward better understanding of brain fog and other 
neurocognitive symptoms in celiac disease and how they 
affect day-to-day life is described in research Beyond Celiac 
presented at the 2019 International Celiac Disease Symposium 
in Paris. The study details the analysis of nearly 500 open-
ended survey responses in which those who have celiac 
disease and nonceliac gluten sensitivity (NCGS) described 
neurocognitive symptoms after gluten exposure.

The responses were part of a larger survey of nearly 1,400 
patients who identified difficulty concentrating, forgetfulness 
and grogginess, often one to four hours after being exposed to 
gluten.

The portion of the survey in which patients described 
symptoms in their own way is the basis of the new analysis. 
Cognitive, psychological and quality of life symptoms were 
most commonly mentioned and emerged as themes.

The new app now makes Go Beyond Celiac 
more interactive and engaging, and the mobile 
convenience encourages more people to 
visit and share their experience of living with 
and managing celiac disease. This is done 
through surveys that can be filled out at users’ 
convenience. The app also offers helpful insights 
about events, educational opportunities and 
more. Go Beyond Celiac members will be able 
to see how they compare to others as a more 
complete picture of celiac disease emerges from 
the data collected.

Brain Fog Research highlighted by Jessica 
Edwards George, PhD and Alice Bast 
at the 2019 International Celiac Disease 
Symposium in Paris
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Beyond Celiac held its signature benefit event on October 24, 2019 at  
The Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts. 

2019 was a wonderful year with three SBC5K events in Philadelphia,  
Kansas City, and Dallas.

2019 GO BEYOND CELIAC GALA AND CONCERT STEP BEYOND CELIAC 5K

Well-known Philadelphia philanthropist and 
activist Carole Haas Gravagno received the 
2019 Samuel Gee Award in recognition of her 
commitment to our mission to forge pathways 
to a cure for celiac disease. The evening 
culminated with an unforgettable performance 
by Beyond Celiac ambassador and acclaimed 
opera tenor Arturo Chacón-Cruz in the Kimmel’s 
Perelman Theater. The event raised over 
$300,000 in funding for research to accelerate a 
cure for celiac disease.

Together we:

•	 Hosted over 2000 SBC5K participants in  
	 3 cities

•	 Raised over $80,000 for celiac disease research

•	 Welcomed 200+ volunteers who came together  
	 to support our community and each other

•	 Brought together dozens of local restaurants  
	 and bakeries as vendors at our events, all  
	 safely gluten-free 

•	 Filled goodie bags for every participant with  
	 over 20 gluten-free treats and coupons to help  
	 keep them safe beyond race day

In October 2020, we will host our annual event in Philadelphia, convening  
Beyond Celiac supporters to celebrate our  

2020 accomplishments and dedication towards a cure.

Accompanist Roberto Berrocal and  Arturo Chacón-Cruz

Arturo Chacón-Cruz and Carole Haas Gravagno backstage

Richard Mandel, MD, Will Bast, Stan Richelson and Paula 
Mandel. Richard and Paula are co-chairs of our 2020 event, 
Together for a Cure: An Evening Beyond Celiac

BEYOND CELIAC RESEARCH BEYOND CELIAC RESEARCH
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BEYOND CELIAC RESEARCH BEYOND CELIAC FINANCIALS

In 2019 Beyond Celiac combined $2,308,125 in new operational revenue and 
funds raised with $64,916 of funding from investments, cash and prior-year 
surplus to cover expenses of $2,373,041. We thank our generous donors and 
sponsors for supporting our aggressive research agenda geared to accelerate 
the discovery of new treatment and a cure.

SOURCES OF 
FUNDS

Individual: 55%
$ 1,311,209

Earned Revenue: 28%
$657,989

Cash and Prior-Year Surplus: 3%
$64,916

Corporate: 5%
$ 119,760

Foundation: 9%
$219,167

EXPENSES

Disease Management: 33%
$788,325

Driving Diagnosis: 5%
$118,652

Fundraising & Administration: 17%
$403,913

Research Initiatives: 45%
$1,062,151

BEYOND CELIAC RESEARCH GRANTS 2019 AWARDEES

Marisa Gallant Stahl, MD, Children’s Hospital Colorado

Society for the Study of Celiac Disease/Beyond Celiac Early Career 
Investigator grant

The study addresses the dilemma of weighing the potential health 
problems related to undiagnosed celiac disease in asymptomatic children 
with the potential burden of the gluten-free diet, which can be socially 
limiting and lead to problems with anxiety, depression and a general 
reduction in quality of life, plus some nutritional concerns.

Psychosocial Impact of Celiac Disease

Paul Klenerman, PhD, University of Oxford, Oxford, England

Established Career Award grant

Research focuses on T-cells in the inner gut lining – killer CD8 T-cells. The 
role of another type of T-cell, the CD4 T-cell, has been more thoroughly 
studied and scientists know it responds to gluten and plays a key role in 
celiac disease. Less is known about CD8 T-cells though they lead to the 
myriad of consequences of celiac disease.

Development of future treatment options

Jocelyn Silvester, MD, Boston Children’s Hospital

Innovative Research grant

This study focuses on RNA sequencing for diagnosis and follow-up, and 
the comparison of biopsies taken when gluten was in the diet and after a 
gluten-free diet was being followed.

Increasing the rate of diagnosis and managing the gluten-free diet

RESEARCHER

RESEARCHER

RESEARCHER

NAME OF GRANT

NAME OF GRANT

NAME OF GRANT

DESCRIPTION OF 
WORK

DESCRIPTION OF 
WORK

DESCRIPTION OF 
WORK

PRIMARY STUDY FOCUS

PRIMARY STUDY FOCUS

PRIMARY STUDY FOCUS
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MORE IN STORE FOR 2020 MORE IN STORE FOR 2020

ORIGINAL BEYOND CELIAC RESEARCH

Beyond Celiac is sharing research insights 
learned from Go Beyond Celiac. This 
monthly update engages participants in the 
database and the wider research and patient 
communities in better understanding the 
journey and challenges before, during and 
after diagnosis.

Additionally, the Beyond Celiac science 
team swiftly created a COVID-19 and Celiac 
Disease survey as part of the Go Beyond 
Celiac database. More than 300 community 
members recorded both the physical and 
psychological impact of the global coronavirus 
pandemic on the celiac disease community.

SUMMER INTERN COUNCIL

Newly created starting this summer, Beyond 
Celiac has launched its Summer Intern 
Council. College student interns will work both 
independently and collaboratively on projects 
designed to drive the organization forward. 
Funded through the generosity of celiac disease 
community member Mary Bianco, the Summer 
Intern Council will support efforts to raise 
awareness, drive diagnosis and support research 
for treatments and a cure, and also provide the 
Beyond Celiac staff with a fresh perspective on 
the organization’s programs and services. 

VIRTUAL STEP BEYOND CELIAC 5K

At the start of 2020, Beyond Celiac announced 
the expansion of our Step Beyond Celiac 5K 
events to five cities across the United States. 
With the uncertainty of the COVID-19 crisis, we 
have built and expanded a companion Virtual 
Step Beyond Celiac 5K five-city tour. Additionally, 
we focused on using Step Beyond Celiac social 
pages to engage with our community and keep 
them informed with the latest on our races, 
promoting our Strava Run Club, and ways to stay 
healthy and active during quarantine.

HOW EFFECTIVE IS THE  
GLUTEN-FREE DIET FOR YOU?

Very 
effective

Somewhat 
or not at all 

effective

While it’s important to appreciate our accomplishments of 2019, 
Beyond Celiac is, as always, looking to the future.

RESPONSE TO COVID-19

When the novel coronavirus came 
to the United States, we received 
countless inquiries about how 
COVID-19 might impact people 
with celiac disease. The science 
and communications teams quickly 
built out an extensive page filled 
with resources to answer the 
most common questions and 
provide additional support to 
our community. Throughout the 
crisis we shared videos of our 
science team leaders answering 
questions about celiac disease and 
coronavirus. This page proved to 
be immensely popular and useful 
to our community and was cited on 
other websites, such as the National 
Health Council, as a source for 
reputable information.

In addition, to keep the spirits of our 
community up during periods of isolation, we 
started the virtual Beyond Celiac Book Club 
that highlighted relevant books and allowed 
for intriguing conversation and engagement 
over social media. We also created new 
recipes and recipe videos, including making 
your own gluten-free sourdough starter and 
baked goods—a popular project during 
quarantine. Our virtual running/walking club 
also gained steam during this period.
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$50,000+

Anonymous (2)
The CHG Charitable Trust
The Snider Foundation
Anne & Walter Waldie

$25,000+

Anonymous
Alice & William Bast
Janine & C. Kane Brenan &  
	 Goldman Sachs Gives
The Davis/Dauray Family Fund
Elizabeth & Todd Hammer
Richard J. Kogan
Gregg Lemkau & Goldman Sachs Gives
Frances & Donald MacMaster
Jennifer & Robert D. McNeil
Barbara & Bruce Powers
Stephani & Andrew Whittaker

$10,000+

The Aileen K. & Brian L. Roberts Foundation
The Alan & Jill Miller Foundation
Brittany & Weston Baker
Emily N. Carey
Degler Family Foundation
Focus for Health Foundation
Green Family Charitable Foundation
Katherine & Douglas Jordan
The Kogan Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Pamela & Gregg Melinson &  
	 Hewlett Packett Enterprises
Martha McGeary Snider
Sarena Snider
Marlene & Robert Veloz
The William T. Vogt & Lorine E. Vogt  
	 Charitable Foundation, Peter Vogt
Wyncote Foundation, at the  
	 recommendation of  
	 Leonard & Mary Lee Haas

$5,000+

Gretchen Carey
Linda Deal & The Pfizer Foundation
Alan M. Ehrlich, MD
Amy & Lawrence Flynn
Patricia & Samuel Goldberg, MD
Carolyn B. Jackson
JC Henry III
Leonard Korman
Paula & Richard Mandel, MD
Eileen C. McDonnell
Patriarch Family Foundation
Ravitz Family Foundation
Suzanne Shaffer, MD & Chad Shaffer, MD
Kathy & Jack Wyszomierski
Zephyr Fund

Elizabeth Rufener
Eva & Marvin Schlanger
Shobilatha Vijayakuman & Apple, Inc.
Jill Sellers
Denton Sherry
Marc Silbiger
Andrea Kitzis Smith & Louis Smith
Steven D. Schwager & Barbara A. Koren  
	 Charitable Fund
James Tackett
Sheldon & Karen Thompson
Stephen Venuto
Elizabeth Warshawer
Ramaz Yakobishvili
Mary Zaumeyer

$100-$499

Anonymous
Christina & Michael Abbott
Ron Abrams
Susan Abranovic
Mark Adler
Leah Albright
Jonathan Albro
Shai Sher Ali
Evonne Andrews
Jack Angers
Kathleen Armitage
Amando Arteago
Jennifer & Mark Askey
Lisa Askowitz
Lori Axelrod
Mitchell Bach
Joan Baltas
D. Scott Barash
Rae Barnes
Laura T. Carlsmith & Robert S. Bast
Sylvia Beatty
Daniel Beaudet
Matthew Beaudet
Peggy & Roger Bernard
Jody Berns
Esha Bhatia
David & Beth Bimston
Shanna Bird
Gary & Michelle Block
Ellen Bluestone
Stuart Borken
LuAnn Brady
Kevin Brand
Colleen Broderson
Sandra Brooke
Jeffrey Brown
Elizabeth Brueggeman
Karyn Buchanan
Jeanne Bychowski

Elizabeth J. & John A. H. Shober
JoAnn & Danny Sprung
Sylvia Strand
Jack Syage, PhD
Alex Turner & Microsoft Corporation
Margaret Fearey Walsh &  
	 Changing Places, Inc.
Amber Weibel
Karen & Kenneth Williams
Jamie & David Yadgaroff
Tracy & Richard Zampitella

$500+

Anonymous
Virginia Geoffrey & John Andelin
Reesa & William Anderson
Janice Angers
Timothy Atwill
Nancy Begier
Olivia Belitsky
Debra Brady & Marla Gold, MD
The Connelly Foundation
John Cunningham III
Leslie & Robert Dorrell
Suzanne DuPlantis & Kevin McDowell
Ken Elder
Gina Flynn
Peter J. Frisko
Sharon & Edmund Gaffney
William M. & Lynne Garbose
Maria & Steven Gilbert
Lynn & David Glover
Lisa & Bruce Greenblatt
Luke Gunnell
Dana Hancock
Tracy & Chuck Hehmeyer
Dana Hudepohl
Cynthia Jackson
Dorothy Kaplan & Robert Poore  
Michelle Kelly
Korin & Lawrence Korman
Patricia Krimmel
Jason Wrigley & Lockheed 
Martin Employees’ Political Action  
	 Committee
Leenora Lowery
Jane & Rory McNeil
Stephanie Melcher
Kathryn Nash
Mark Panetti
Scott Pearson
Michael Precopio
Gayle Reh
Dominique & Jeffrey Reiff
David Reiter & ADP
Cindy & Jeffrey Ruben

Shirley & David Freeburn
Vicki Gaffney
Katherine Galbally
Nancy Ginter
Paul Glodek
Kari Goldberg
Pamela Goldfarb
George & Karen Gowen
JoAnn Gramp
Cynthia Greene
Wilma Greene
Russell Griffin
Richard Gumbrecht
Kenneth A. & Leah Guzzardo
Joseph & Happy Halligan
Marie-Claude Hamel & Craig Bolotin
Karen Hamilton
Nicolyn Harris
Edward Hartnett
Erin Hartnett
Rebecca & John Harwick
Steve Helms
Alison Hemmons
Kendra Hernandez
Marjorie & Jeffrey Honickman
Teresa & Christopher Hopkins
Lisa Huguenin
Cory Hyberger
Marc Iadonisi
Donna Ierardi
Lindsey & Jon Goebel
Donna Jarrett-Kane & Larry Kane
Annette Jeffrey
Byron Johnson
Mollie & Doug Johnson
Mitchell Kantrowitz
Cathy Kapsimalis
Sue Kapsner
Sarah R. Katz
Kristen Kaufman
Jilian Hunt
Aaron Keith
Catherine Kenworthy
Lucille Kenworthy
Gai Klass
Christine Kneier
Ginny Kops
Korin & Larry Korman
Andrew J. LaGrossa
Joan Lalley
Pamela Lang
Jane Leedom
April Leong
Kristi Leskovac
Suzanne & Marc Lipshaw
John Lisko

$2,500+

Anonymous
Dianne & James Bosler
Linda & Harry Cook
Kimberly Drake
Dena & Morey Goldberg
Gabrielle Ehrlich
Barbara M. Jordan
Samantha & Michael Jordan
Bethann & Laurence Kagan
Cheryl & Frank Koons
Leo Model Foundation
Susan & Michael Schurr
Alison & Eric Seiferth
Molly & Fabio Terlevich

$1,000+

Ann & Mark Angers
Anna Bohorad Charitable Trust
Whitney & Thomas Bachrach
Margo & Jeffrey Barbakow
The Elizabeth Bawden Charitable Fund
Mary Ellen & Robert Beall, PhD
Bonnie Beck
Veronica Berns
Ira Brind & Stacey Spector
Ira & Jenny Brownstein
Elaine Woo Camarda
Willo Carey & Peter A. Benoliel 
Edward Cuff
Sandra Chaouche & Adel Daghmouri  
	 & State Street Foundation
Alan Danzig
Leah & Scott Donaghue
Joshua Ehrlich
Rachel Ehrlich
Holly & Dennis Fruchter
Esther & George Plonk
Scott Greenberg, MD
Jay Hibbs
Megan Jochems
Brady Joslin
Inger & Randal Kenworthy
Sallie & Berton Korman
Cassie Krueger
Chloe Lang
Lassin Family Foundation, 	
Francisco Leon, MD, PhD
Stephen L. Meyer, MD
Pninah & Marc Miller
Robert Miller
The Moca Foundation
Michael Paroda & Progressive Insurance  
	 Foundaton
Marie Robert, MD
Elisabeth Schrimpshere

Evelyn Callahan
Jeremiah Callahan
Julie Campbell
Robert Campbell
Eliana Caplan
Judy Capozzola
Kimberly Cardillo
Robert & Jacqueline Caroccio
Mia Carpiniello & Paul Costa
Michelle Carr
Virginia E. & Norman Childs
Joan Ciolko
Colleen & Paul Colistra
Elisabeth Colunio
Kathleen Comerford
Chris Coneeny
Shaina Conrad
James Cowan
Clara Cox
Joan Coyne
Nicole Crocker
Regina Cunningham
Ann & Joel Cutler
Carol Daniello
John Danna
Paul Darden
Ricardo Davila
Linda DeFoliart
Barbara Delacato
Delphine & Anthony Della Vecchia
Freddy Bravo De Rueda
Emily DeStefano
Monica DeStefano
David Devan & David Dubbeldam
Donna & David Dilitkanich
Marlene Dodinval
Phoebe Driscoll
Jeffrey Earl
Jason Edmondson
Katherine Eginoire
Maggie & David Esteves
Lisa Evangelista
Lauren Factor
Molly Ferry
Melissa & Morton Fetterolf
Jenna Fetters
Lynette Figueras-Spievak
Deborah Finnerty
Neil Fishman
Sara Fitzmaurice
Charles Fitzgerald
John Franchetti
Bradley Frank
Beverly J Frank
Caitlin Fredericks

2019 FISCAL YEAR DONORS AND SPONSORS 2019 FISCAL YEAR DONORS AND SPONSORS
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Hilary Long
Cameron Lorentz
Eric Lorenz
Frank Lukins
Perrianne Lurie
David Luxeder
Linda Lynch
Annie & William Madonia
Roland Manbeck
Denise Mariotti
Cecilia Martinez
Humberto Martinez
Pamela Martinez
H.L. Massingale
Laura Mastrorocco
Erin May
Bonnie & John McCabe
Maryanne & Ralph McDevitt
Meghan McGill
Rita & James McGrory
Patrick McGuire
Julie McLeod
Elizabeth McNamara
Joseph McMorrow
Ann McQueen
Patricia Michael
Elaine Mielenhausen
Susheel Mirmira
William Mogavero
Kathryn Molloy
Judith Murphy
Nicole Murray
Dana Musselman
Roberta Myers
Judith Neifert
Deb Nelson

Kristi Watson
David Weary
Kristen Weber
Jesse Weilert
Cynthia Weinel
Brian Welcker
Wendi Wasik & Howard Brownstein
Jeanette Widick
John Wilcox
Mary Willis
Kathleen Wilson
Kathyln Winsor
Heather Winterbottom
James Wise
Amanda Zaumeyer
Megan Zaumeyer
Jan Zessin
Jen Zielinski
Dean Zincone
Nancy Zincone

CORPORATE PARTNERS

Abbot Downing
AEKSU.Group
Anokion
Allergen Control Group
Arvest Bank
Associated Audiologist
Bausch Foundation
Boar’s Head
BRC GS Americas Inc.
Cantina Feliz
Canyon Bakehouse
Cashman & Associates
Children’s Health Plano
Children’s Mercy Hospital
Chrisolyn’s Gluten Free Bakery
Cognizant
Crayola Experience
Crunchmaster
Directions Inc
Dilworth Paxson LLP
Drexel University
Dr. Schär USA
Ethel’s Baking Co.
Ferrari of Houston
Flax4Life
Gateway Classic Cars
Hayes Drilling, Inc.
Hillmont GI
Hy-Vee, Inc.
ImmunogenX
Independence Blue Cross
Janssen Immunology: Pharmaceutical  
	 Companies of Johnson&Johnson
Jade Dental Lab
Jefferson Celiac Center

Stephanie & Jeffrey Rosenstrock
Laura Rossi
Kathleen Ruggiero
Margaret Sadler
Elizabeth Salomon
Gitta Salomon
Donna Salsbury
Sharon Scherer
Cheryl Schmidt
Jordana Schneider
Kymberly & Kenneth Schwartz
Denise Shaw
Craig & Bonnie Sheetz
Kimberly Sheppard
Jonathan Shevlin
Irene & Britt Shivers
Jerrold Sholtz
Kathleen Sieren
David Signoff
Dina Sikora
Anne Singleton
John Sion
Eric Sklar
Carl Slawinski
Robert Smith
Miles Snowden
Rachel Spigler
Stephen Sprada
Penny K. Hardesty
Shirley Stegemiller
Robert Stilling
Deanna Storts
Eric Strand
Roy Strand
Ginger Strelow
Jennifer Su
David Swetzoff
Andrea Szyper
Barbara Teichert
Roselyn Teukolsky
Jodi Thomas
Jeffrey Thurston
Laurie Trefaller
Georgine Trumpbour
Sony Tuteja-Stevens
Carol Vack
John Vamossy
Lara Williams & Alex Benn
Michael Van De Wyngaerde
Arjan Van Oijen
Sheila Vasel
Anna-Maria Viaud
Ann Viksnins
Deborah Voosen
Elissa & David Waldstein
Natalie Walsh

Peter J. Frisko
Gluten Free Philly
The Happy Mixer
Hillmont G.I.
Christopher & Teresa Hopkins
Houlihan’s
Tracy Jamerson
Jasper’s Marco Polo Italian Market
Kansas City Royals
Joe & Lisa Kaub
KC Trends
Kinnikinnick Foods
Korin Korman
Louisburg Cider Mill
Milton’s Craft Bakers
Nourish Cafe Market
The Nourished Group
Paint Glaze & Fire Ceramics 
	 and Coffee House
Matt Paul
Philadelphia Eagles
Philly Mayor’s Cup, LLC
Patty Plum
Primal Kitchen
Anthony & Allyson Proietto
Rains Purinton Babcock Wealth 		
	 Management
Raised Gluten Free
Sandler’s on 9th
See’s Candy Shops Inc.
Silver Dollar City
Anne Steiner
Sunbutter, LLC
Sweet Freedom Bakery
Sweet Megan Baking Company
Thrive Market
Topgolf
Twisters Wellness Center
Waterway Carwash
Wawa
Weavers Way Co-op
Roger & Rita Wittig

Donors recognized are for the Beyond 
Celiac fiscal year 2018 (November 1, 
2018 - October 31, 2019). If your name has 
been inadvertently left off the recognition 
list, we apologize for the error & will make 
the correction going forward. 
Thank you for your philanthropic support 
of Beyond Celiac.

Francis Ng
Elvira Noonan
Jeffri Northcut
Kelly O’Connor
Emily Griffin Overocker
Bonnie Owen
Nancy Owen
Alan Pakula
Joan Parsons
Aron Pataky
Michele Patton
Kenneth Paul
Michael Paul
Judy Paul
Susan Penque
Barbara Peshek
Karen Platt
Dotty & Bob Powers
Melanie Psaltakis
Larry Puccio
Micha Pugh
Rebecca Purvis
Carolyn Quadrio
Stephanie Rasmussen
Amy & Andrew Ratner
Ilise Ratner
Frances Rawlings
Michelle Reed
Katharine & Richard Reilly
Deanna & Johnny Reynolds
Mark Richardson
Alison Richman
Maureen & John Rilling
Lindsay Rogers
Annette Rohr
Judy Rosenberger-Schwob & Mark Schwob

J.P.Morgan
KC Exotics & Supercars
Main Line Gastroenterology
Mill Creek Capital Advisors, LLC
Minuteman Press - Ambler
National Hockey League Foundation
Overland Park Heating & Cooling
O’Reilly Development Company, LLC
Penn American Real Estate Company
Philadelphia Zoo
Precision Tint Inc.
PRA Health Sciences
PREIT
Progressive Marketing Group Inc.
Provention Bio
Rains Purinton Babcock Wealth  
	 Management
Safely Delicious
Santa Fe Tow Service
See’s Candies
StateFarm - Penny K. Hardesty
Sweet Megan Bakery
Takeda Pharmaceutical Company Limited
TH Foods
Thomas Jefferson University Hospital  
	 Celiac Center
t.Loft
Universal Health Services
Viking Corp
Wegmans
Wilmington Trust

GIFTS IN KIND

Christina & Michael Abbott
Adam’s Polishes
A-Game Fitness & Performance
Arvest Bank
Austin Piper Photography
Mary Bandy
Bar Method
BBST, LLC
Canyon Bakehouse
Charlie Hustle
Marygrace & Mark Clark
Cooking With Purpose Catering
Susan Crews
Dilworth Paxson LLP
DLA Piper LLP
Edible Arrangements
Enjoy Life Natural Brands
Entercom Communications Corp.
Ethel’s Baking Company
Extreme Detailing KC LLC
Ferrari of Houston
Firebirds Wood Fired Grill
Flax4Life
Frécon Cidery

2019 FISCAL YEAR DONORS AND SPONSORS 2019 FISCAL YEAR DONORS AND SPONSORS

2019 Research Summit patient panel – The Burden of Disease: Life with Celiac 
Disease on a Gluten-free Diet. Left to right: Anne Lee, EdD, RDN, LD Moderator; 
Katie Kenyon; Prinyanka Chugh, MD, MS; Julie Kennedy, MPH, MEd, RDN, LDN; 
Natalie Dabrowski
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BEYOND CELIAC BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

Alice Bast
CEO
Beyond Celiac

Brittany Baker
Co-Founder
FOMO Baking Co.

Robert J. Beall, PhD
Executive Advisor
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation

Gerald Bertiger, MD
Hillmont GI, PC

Vice Chair
C. Kane Brenan
Managing Director
Global Portfolio Solutions, 
Goldman Sachs

Denise L. Devine
CEO & President
Froose Brands, LLC

Chair
Alan M. Ehrlich, MD
Executive Editor
DynaMed
Associate Professor of Family 
Medicine
University of Massachusetts 
Medical School

Treasurer
Carolyn Jackson
Chief Operating Officer
Saint Vincent Hospital at 
Worcester Medical Center

Gregg Melinson
Senior Vice President, Corporate 
Affairs
Hewlett Packard Enterprise

2018 Samuel Gee Award recipient Joe Jacovini, 2019 Samuel Gee Award recipient 
Carole Haas Gravagno, 2019 gala co-chair Martha Snider and CEO Alice Bast

BEYOND CELIAC BOARD OF DIRECTORS BEYOND CELIAC ADVISORY COUNCILS

SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY 
COUNCIL

Executive Chair
Salvatore Alesci, MD, PhD
Chief Scientist and Strategy Officer
Beyond Celiac

Bob Beall, PhD
Board of Directors
Beyond Celiac
Former President and CEO
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation

Ken Kilgore, PhD, MBA
Chief Scientific Investment Officer
Beyond Celiac

Edwin Liu, MD
Director of the Colorado  
Center for Celiac Disease
Children’s Hospital Colorado
Professor of Pediatrics, 
Gastroenterology, Hepatology 
and Nutrition
University of Colorado School of 
Medicine

Daniel Leffler, MD
Director of Research,  
Celiac Center
Beth Israel Deaconess
Associate Professor of Medicine
Harvard Medical School
Meidcal Director
Takeda Pharmaceuticals

Stephen Miller, PhD
Research Professor of 
Microbiology-Immunology
Director of the Interdepartmental 
Immunobiology Center
Northwestern University Feinberg 
School of Medicine

Joseph Murray, MD
Professor of Medicine and 
Gastroenterologist, Division 
of Gastroenterology and 
Hepatology, Department of 
Internal Medicine
Mayo Clinic

Kari Nadeau, MD
Professor of Pediatric Food 
Allergy, Immunology and Asthma
Director of the Sean N. Parker 
Center for Allergy and Asthma 
Research
Stanford University

MEDICAL ADVISORY COUNCIL

Rita Balice-Gordon, PhD 
Global Head, Neuroscience 
Research Therapeutic Area
Sanofi, Inc
Adjunct Professor of 
Neuroscience
Perelman School of Medicine at 
the University of Pennsylvania

Rachel Begun, MS, RDN, CDN 
Principal
Rachel Begun Food and Nutrition 
Solutions

Keith Berkowitz, MD 
Founder and Medical Director
Center for Balanced Health

Craig J. Brown, MD, FACS 
Ophthalmologist, Founding 
Partner
The Eye Center

Sheila E. Crowe, MD, FRCPC, 
FACP, FACG, AGAF 
Professor of Medicine and 
Director of Research
Division of Gastroenterology
UC San Diego, School of 
Medicine
Past President 
American Gastroenterological 
Association (AGA)

R. Bennett Muskin
Managing Director
Sagebrook Partners, LLC

Secretary
Barbara Weir Powers
Co-Founder
Powers Partners

Chad P. Shaffer, MD, FAAFP
Assistant Professor of Medicine,
Retired
University of Missouri-Kansas City 
School of Medicine

Jennifer P. Snyder
Partner, Dilworth Paxson LLP

Ritu Verma, MD
Chief of the Division of 
Gastroenterology
University of Chicago Comer 
Children’s Hospital
Vice Chair
Pediatric Business Development
Medical Director
University of Chicago Celiac 
Center

BOARD OF DIRECTORS – 
EMERITUS

Joseph F. Coradino
CEO
PREIT Services, LLC

Bill Green
Managing Partner
WSG Partners, LLC

9-year-old Elyse DeCanio (rainbow tutu and socks) raised more than $11,000 as part 
of the Step Beyond Celiac Dallas 5K event.
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Sophia & Bethann Kagan

Anthony J. DiMarino, Jr., MD 
Chief, Division of 
Gastroenterology & Hepatology
Thomas Jefferson University 
Hospital

Nancy Patin Falini, MA, RD, LDN 
Registered Dietitian, Private 
Practice (Celiac)
Consultant/Author/Lecturer

Alessio Fasano, MD 
Chief, Division of Pediatric 
Gastroenterology and Nutrition
Director
Center for Celiac Research
Director, Mucosal Immunology 
and Biology Research Center
Massachusetts General Hospital

Paolo Fortina, MD, PhD 
Professor, Department of Cancer 
Biology and Medical Oncology
Director, Cancer Genomics 
Laboratory
Thomas Jefferson University

Stanton B. Miller, MD, MPH 
Assistant Professor
Jefferson School of Population 
Health
Assistant Professor
Director, LIMR Center for Public 
Health Research
Lankenau Institute of Medical 
Research

Stephen D. Miller, PhD 
Professor of Microbiology-
Immunology and Dermatology
Director, Interdepartmental 
Immunobiology Center
Feinberg School of Medicine
Northwestern University

Gerard E. Mullin, MD 
Associate Professor of Medicine
The Johns Hopkins University 
School of Medicine
The Johns Hopkins Hospital

Joseph A. Murray, MD 
Consultant, Division of 
Gastroenterology & Hepatology
Professor of Medicine
Mayo Clinic College of Medicine

Michelle Pietzak, MD
Assistant Professor of Clinical 
Pediatrics
USC Keck School of Medicine
Division of Gastroenterology and 
Nutrition
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles

Ludvig M. Sollid, MD 
Professor of Medicine
Rikshospitalet University Hospital

Marla J. Gold, MD 
Professor, Health Management 
and Policy
Drexel University School of Public 
Health

Gary M. Gray, MD 
Professor of Medicine, Emeritus
Director, Celiac Management Clinic
Stanford University Medical Center

Edward J. Hoffenberg, MD 
Professor of Pediatrics
Director, Center for Pediatric 
Inflammatory Bowel Diseases
Children’s Hospital Colorado
University of Colorado Denver 
School of Medicine

Donald D. Kasarda, PhD 
Collaborator, Agricultural 
Research Service
U.S. Department of Agriculture

Warren Strober, MD 
Section Chief, The Mucosal 
Immunity Section
National Institutes of Health

Ritu Verma, MD 
Chief of the Division of 
Gastroenterology
University of Chicago Comer 
Children’s Hospital
Vice Chair, Pediatric Business 
Development
Medical Director
University of Chicago Celiac 
Center

NIH LIAISON

Stephen P. James, MD 
Director, Division of Digestive 
Diseases & Nutrition
National Institute of Diabetes and 
Digestive and Kidney Diseases
National Institutes of Health

Ciaran P. Kelly, MD 
Professor of Medicine
Harvard Medical School
Director, Celiac Center & Director 
Gastroenterology Fellowship 
Training
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 
Center

Daniel A. Leffler, MD, MS 
Medical Director, Clinical Science
Gastroenterology TAU
Takeda Pharmaceuticals U.S.A., Inc.
Director of Research
The Celiac Center at BIDMC
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 
Center
Associate Professor
Harvard Medical School

Robert H. Lerman, MD, PhD 
Functional Medicine  
Research Center
MetaProteomics, Inc.

Ted Malahias, DDS 
Dental Consultant
Celiac Disease Center at 
Columbia University

Robert A. Mangione, EdD, RPh 
Dean and Professor
College of Pharmacy and Allied 
Health Professions
Provost
St. John’s University

BUSINESS ADVISORY COUNCIL

Richard Binswanger
Non-profit Leader
ITData, Inc.

Veenita B. Bleznak, Esq.
COO
IAmElemental

Stephen Bouikidis
Chief Digital Strategist
Magma Digital

Laura Carlsmith
Licensing, Audience Development 
Director, retired
The EatingWell Media Group

John M. Coogan, Jr.
Partner
DLA Piper LLC

Front (sitting row), from L to R: James Largey, JPMorgan; Joseph Markovich,  
JPMorgan; Ed and Sharon Gaffney
Back (standing row), from L to R: Kane and Janine Brenan; Alice Bast; Peter &  
Kristin Sims

BEYOND CELIAC ADVISORY COUNCILS BEYOND CELIAC ADVISORY COUNCILS
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BUSINESS ADVISORY COUNCIL 
(CONTINUED)

Harry L. Cook
President & Managing Partner
Leadership Essentials, LLC

Michael Danke
Manager-Pricing Systems
Academy Sports + Outdoors

Lindsey Goebel
SVP, Strategy & Growth 
Artemis Ward 

J.C. Henry III
President & CEO
EP Henry Corporation

Linda Holliday
Founder & CEO
Citia

Jaime C. Klein
Founder and President
Inspire Human Resources

Richard J. Mandel
President
Richard J. Mandel, MD, PC

Chris Mycek
Chief Customer Officer
Cadient Group

Michael S. Savett, Esq.
Counsel
Hill Wallack LLP

Jordana Schneider

Roberta Snow
Professor of Management, retired
West Chester University

Margaret Fearey Walsh
President
Changing-Places, Inc.

Martin I. Weis, Esq.
Partner
Dilworth Paxon LLP

Jeffrey L. Wilson, PhD, MBA
Vice President, Head of Strategy
Premier Dental Products

David S. Yadgaroff
Senior Vice President/Market 
Manager
Entercom | Philadelphia

PATIENT AND FAMILY 
ADVISORY COUNCIL

Jamie Aydt

Debbie Benson

Stephanie Bostwick

Cary Brown

Mary Beth Burke

Andrea Johnson

Valerie Kraft

Donald McGowan

Alison Clabaugh Seiferth

Kimberly Smith

Tracey Urbanowicz

BEYOND CELIAC TEAM

Alice Bast
CEO

Alyssa Opdyke
Administrative Assistant

Amy Ratner
Medical & Science News 
Analyst

Bill Bodor
Digital Content Coordinator

Claire Baker
Director of Communications

George Gorge
Director of Finance

Kate Avery, MPH
Director of Research & Patient 
Engagement

Keith Hickerson
Interim COO

Ken Kilgore, PhD, MBA
Chief Scientific Investment 
Officer

Maria Luci
Assistant Director of Digital 
Media

Mary Tackett, MLS
Director of Donor Relations

Nancy Ginter
Director of Administration

Pete Frisko
Development Consultant

Salvo Alesci, MD, PhD
Chief Scientist and  
Strategy Officer

Suzanne Allaire
Director of National Programs 
and Volunteer Engagement

BEYOND CELIAC ADVISORY COUNCILS
BEYOND CELIAC TEAM
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